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our own psychical life is connected with very various
minute movements of our body and we are, there-
fore, well prepared to discover all sorts of minute
varieties of movement in the bodies of others.

Everybody knows that the "acting" man is in
possession of sense-organs, a nervous system, a brain
and muscles ; and everybody knows, further, that
all these organs are concerned in acting, and that
some of them, especially the brain, are enormously
complex in structure. But the question is, whether
" structure " is at all sufficient to explain what really
happens in acting. And I hope to be able to show
you that it is not.

Let us first consider action without reference to
the organization, merely as a natural phenomenon
possessed of certain peculiar characteristics. These
characteristics may be expressed by two technical
terms, doting is characterized by its occurring upon
an historical basis of reaction and according to an
individualized correspondence between stimuli and effects.

By the historical basis of reaction as concerned in
acting I mean the well-known fact that the possibility
of all actions which a man may perform in a special
given moment of his life depends on the personal
history of this man, or, in the subjective terminology
which is properly not allowable at this stage, but
which helps to make the matter clear, on his
" experience." Let an English-born boy be educated
all his life in Germany and he will " act," in particular
with regard to his speaking, quite otherwise than if
he had stayed in Great Britain all his life. Now it
seems at the first glance as if it would be by no